The agglutination of antibody-coated particles by bacterial antigens in body fluids has been shown to be an effective technique for the early diagnosis of some infections caused by Haemophilus infiuenzae type b (2, 3, 5, 6, 10; J. I b n = 10. Excludes one patient (a, Fig. 1 ) who had clinical evidence of relapse in the hospital. P < 0.001 (Sign test).
C n = 5. Includes two patients, with epiglottitis and pneumonia, who had negative S. aureus tests on their initial specimens, obtained three days after entry. P < 0.031 (Sign test).
were made with nonstandardized reagents prepared in the laboratories of the investigators. With the advent of commercial latex and coagglutination reagents, comparative tests on the cerebrospinal fluids of patients showed them to be similarly efficacious and specific in detecting H. influenzae type b meningitis (2, 3, 6, 8, 10) . However, in a recent study, the latex test detected as little as 0.2 ng of H. influenza type b capsular antigen per ml, whereas the limit of detectability by the coagglutination test was 25 ng/ml (6 
